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THE CLAIMS 

1 . (currently amended). A medication filling apparatus comprising 

a plurality of tablet cases for respectively accommodating medications of respective 

types, 

a plurality of hoppers each unitary a nd distinct fr o m nther ones of the hoppers, the 
hnjiipprc: hfiint; dis posed piovidcd side by side below the iL.j.pcctive tablet cases rtra 
co u e sp o ndi rtg^mmTCT m .li anme.nt with respective ones of each of the tablet cases to receive 
the medications dispensed therefrom, tmd 

U ij ig iiigmaAni.f u i guiding mpan^ fo r transferring the medications dispensed froin a 
dispensing port formed at the bottommost portion of each hopper to a predetermined container, 

and fgi diaigiiig, thtm, 

faitliei Lua ip iiMiig retaining members on which the hoppers are hung, wherein the 
hoppers are detachably instalkd onto the retaining members. 

2. (currently amended): A Ihe medication filling apparatus according to Claim 1. further 
compnsins hopper detecting means for detecting that the hoppers have been installed to the 
retaining members. 

3. (currently amended): A Ihc medication filling apparatus according to Claim 1 or 2, 
further compnsmg a height adjustmg mechanism for adjusting the height of the dispensmg port 
of each hopper. 



4. (currently amended): A medication fdling apparatus comprising 
plurality of tablet cases lor respectively accommodating medications of respective 



a 

types. 
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a pjurality of hoppers e ach unitary and distinct from other o nes of the hoppers , the 
hoppers bginR disposed p ro vided side by side below the icspcctivc tablet cases nra 
^.oii c sp o nd TTi g numcY and in alignment with respective ones of each of the tablet cases to receive 
the medications dispensed therefrom, 2tnd 

cha r ging -mcan ^ - for - g o idi ng means for transferring the medications dispensed from a 
dispensing port formed at the bottommost portion of each hopper to a predetermined contamer, 
and fer-ch aiging th e m, 

wherein each of the hoppers comprises a vertical wall installed in a standing manner to 

partition the interior thereof 

5. (currently amended): A medication filling apparatus comprising 

a plurality of tablet cases for respectively accommodating medications of respective 

types, 

a plurality of hoppers e ach unitary and distinct from other o nes of the hoppers... the 
hrjT|2gILh.^i" g disposed pr o vided side by side below the rcspct^tivtr tablet cases wrz 
corrcspan ding manner and in alimmcn t with respective ones of each of the tablet cases to receive 
the medications dispensed therefrom, and 

cha rging m c AHS fo r gmd rtg means for transferring the medications dispensed from a 
dispensing pod formed at the bottommost portion of each hopper to a predetermined container, 

and f LT i diaiging th e m, 

wherein each of the hoppers h pi u vidud with comprises an anti-spilling wall that extends 
outward from the dispensing port and is installed over the full penpheir of the dispensing port. 

6. -9. (canceled without prejudice) 
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10. (currently amended): A Ihe medication filling apparatus according to Claim 1 , 
wiwrdtrthtr claim 18. comprising a shutter driving means for opening and closing the shutters 
([is]] disposed such that [[it]] the shutter driving means does not interfere with the rotating 
motion of the holding units by the rotation of the rotating plate and that it detachably engages 
with the shutter of the holding unit whose holding cell matches the charging trieans [[.]] for 
guiding the medications into the container. 

1 1 . (currently amended); A The medication filling apparatus according to Cldiui 1 or 2, 
claim 10. further comprising shutter opening^closing detecting means for detecting the opening 
and closing of the shutters. 

12. (new): The medicine filling apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the means for 
transfening the medications further comprises a charging means for guiding the medications into 
the container. 

13. (new): The medicine filHng apparatus according to clami 1 , wherein the means for 
transfeiTing the medications further comprises a holding unit further t:omprising a plurality of 
holding cells. 

14. (new); The medicine filling apparatus according to claim 4, wherein the means for 
transferring the medications further compnses a charging means for guidmg the medications into 
the container, 

15. (new): The medicine filling apparatus according to claim 4, wherein the means for 
transferring the medications further comprises a holdmg unit further compnsmg a plurality of 
holding cells. 
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16. (new): The medicine Tilling apparatus according 10 claim 5, wherein the means for 
Iransfemng the medications further comprises a charging means for guiding the medications into 
the container, 

17. (new): The medicine filling apparatus according to claim 5, wherein the means for 
transfeiTing the medications further comprises a holding unit further comprising a plurality of 
holding cells, 

18. (new): The medication filling apparatus according to claim 12, wherein the meiins for 
transferring the medications comprises; 

dispensing ports respectively formed a the bottommost portions of the hoppers; 

a plurality of holding units that are disposed below the hoppers on a rotating plate for 
rotating motion along a circumference where the dispensing ports of the hoppers exist, wherein 
each of the holding units respectively further comprises a holding cell and a shutter for opening 
and closing a lower end outlet of the holding cell; 

wherein, when a medication is dispensed from a tablet case, the rotating motion brings a 
predetermined holding cell into alignj-nent with the outlet of the hopper thai receives the 
medication dispensed therefrom, and the holding cell is rotationally moved to align its outlet to 
the charging means for guiding the medications into the container before the shutter is opened. 

19. (new); The medication filling apparatus according to claim 1, wherein each of the 
hoppers is rectangular and wherein dispensing ports of the hoppers are deployed along a 
circumference of a circle. 
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20. (new): The medication filling apparaiu$ according to claim 4, wherein each of the 
hoppers is rectangular and wherein dispensing ports of the hoppers are deployed along a 
circumference of a circle. 

21 . (new): The medication filling apparatus according lo claim 5, wherein each of the 
hoppers is rectangular and wherein dispensing ports of the hoppers are deployed along a 
circumference of a circle, 
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